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deputies on mission were able to assert that the five depart-
ments of Brittany had been pacified, and that the rebellion
was now confined to the three departments of the Loire-
InfSrieure, Deux-Sfevres, and La Vendee. The speed with
which the spirit of revolt in Brittany had been quieted made
the deputies confident that equal success would attend their
efforts in Anjou. General Beysser was ordered to Nantes,
and collected together there a large force of regulars, national
guards, and volunteers, with which to settle the country The
most disturbed district he found to be that of the Pays de
Retz, of which the capital was the little town of Machecoul.
Here the rebel peasants had been completely successful, and
in the town of Machecoul a villain of the stamp of Jourdan
Coupe-t&te had established himself as ringleader. This man,
Ren<3 Fran9ois Souchu, had been a lawyer, and now occupied
himself in murdering the various republican officers and com-
missioners who were brought into Machecoul by the peasants.
All were executed; and one massacre on April 3 deserves
special mention, in which fifty-eight unhappy prisoners were
shot down, and many buried alive without the walls.1 Three
days after this massacre, General Beysser occupied Machecoul,
and Souchu and many others were executed.

It will be seen, then, that the first phase of the Vend6an
disturbances lasted but a very short time, and that they were
everywhere easily put down. But the cold-blooded murders
of Souchu, and the severe retaliation of Beysser, had imparted
a feeling of bitterness to the struggle in the north of La
Vendee, and the peasants were not unwilling to rebel once
more Accordingly, after the Easter festivities, armed bands
of peasants in search of plunder and murder were again in
arms under their self-elected leaders, Cathelineau the postilion,
Stofflet the gamekeeper, and Godin the barber; and for the
first time some gentlemen of the district also appeared amongst
them, such as MM. D'Elbee, Bonchamps, and Lescure. The
noblemen and gentlemen of La Vendee had always been par-
ticularly loyal to Church and king, for they were, as a rule,
i See Le Duh id dc Machecoirt, by A. LalH pp. 375, 376. Paris , 1869.